
 
Orchiectomy 
 
Is the removal of your testicle(s), your surgeon makes an incision in your groin or scrotum and extracts 
the entire testicle through the opening.  Prosthetic testicles can be inserted if you choose.  
 
 
Excision of Penile Lesion or Incision and Drainage of Scrotal Space 
 
These procedures are usually short, but vary in time based on the size, location or complexity of the 
lesion. The type of incision varies according to the particular procedure.  
 
In cases of abscess, the infection is usually incised and the infection drained. The area may be 
thoroughly irrigated, and when present, any necrotic (dead or dying) tissue is then removed. The area 
may then be packed with sterile gauze. Closing an abscess cavity almost ensures its recurrence, and so 
the incision is left open to drain. 
 
With lesions or small masses, the area is cut away from the normal tissue so as not to disturb the edges 
of the lesion. When a lesion or mass is suspicious, we make sure that we excise it entirely with a margin 
of healthy surrounding tissue. The specimen will be sent to the pathologist for microscopic analysis. If the 
lesion was on the penis, a dressing may be applied.  
 
If a cyst, we try to remove the entire capsule in order to prevent its recurrence. Simple drainage of a cyst 
may not be effective because the capsule may refill. The specimen will be sent to the pathologist for 
analysis. We then close the incision and may apply an antibiotic ointment. 
 
 
Exploration of Undescended Testis 
 

What is an undescended testicle? 

 
Undescended testis or "cryptorchisism" is one of the most common surgical disorders in childhood. 
Referred to at times, as "empty scrotum" this disorder occurs in 0.8% to 1.1% in male children.  

What causes undescended testes? 

 
During the 7th to 8th month of gestation (the location before birth) the testes descend into the scrotum 
during fetal development. The testes are located on each side of the fetal spine and are drawn downward 
through the back of the abdomen and pass through the abdominal wall and groin to take its normal 
position into the scrotum. In some children, particularly those that are born prematurely, this will not occur. 
In this case, the testicle may be located in a site either high up in the inguinal canal (groin) or in the 
abdomen. 
 
 

 
This material is for educational purposes only and should in no way be taken to be the practice or provision of medical, nursing or 
professional healthcare advice or services. 
 
The information should not be used in place of a visit, call, consultation or advice of your physician, nurse or other health care 
provider. 
 
The information obtained herein is not exhaustive and does not cover all aspects of the specific disease, ailment, physical condition 
or their treatments.  
 
Should you have any health care related questions, please call or see your physician, nurse or other health care provider promptly. 

 


